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given them a very severe reprimand for refusing through the influence of
Captain Lewin to acquaint us of what they knew of this transaction. We
shall have proceeded further, had they not at last humbly acknowledged
themselves sensible of their error, and given us the strongest assurances of
never giving the Company any occasion to find fault with their future
conduct.
53.    John Rogers, Chief Mate of the ship Caernarvon, having been found
guilty of taking in on his own account at Madeira, six casks containing each
one bale, and two small boxes of cloth, we have likewise dismissed him from
the "Company's service.
54.    Having received certain information that one hundred bales and cases
of cloth were taken on board the Hector in April last off Plymouth, but out
of  sight  of  land,  from   a  sloop  which  followed   the   ship  from   the  river
Thames for that purpose, we have directed our President and Council at Fort
St. George to send Captain Edmund Massey who commanded the said ship
to England, but should he be at your Presidency upon the receipt of this,
or at any time afterwards, you are hereby ordered and directed to send or
cause him to be sent to England without fail, and as soon after the receipt
of this as possible.
55.    With respect to the following named officers of the said ship Hector
if any of them shall be on the receipt of  this or at any time afterwards
at Bengal vizt., Thomas Johnston, chief mate, Francis Barford, second mate,
Henry Kent, third mate, George Pack, fourth mate, Richard Penny, gunner
and John McCaba boatswain, you are to examine them in the strictest manner,
if our President and Council at Fort St. George should not have done it, and
if you find any one or more of them had any property or concern in the
beforementioned illicit goods, you are to send home such person or persons
likewise to England by the first conveyances ;  if on  the  contrary it shall
appear to your satisfaction that they had no property or concern therein, we
permit of their staying in India.   But as the said goods could not have been
received aboard without their knowledge, and if they have made no discovery
to you, you are in our name to reprimand them in the severest manner for
such neglect to the Company.
56.    We have many other informations before us and we shall proceed
against such persons who have or shall appear to be concerned in such illicit
trade with the utmost rigour as observed in the 50th paragraph.
57.    Notwithstanding the Britannia is consigned to you, we have ordered
Captain Rous, after leaving Madeira, to proceed first and make the best of
his way to Fort St. George, to deliver our packet directed to our President and
Council there, and to give them an opportunity of taking out all or any of
the military recruits on board the said ship, if they arc more wanted at that
Presidency than in Bengal, in doing which we have directed them to be as
expeditious as possible, and then to give Captain Rous  orders to proceed
without loss of time to Fort William.
58.    We have acquainted our President and Council at Fort St. George
that if it shall be more for the Company's interest to forward the said recruits
to Bengal, or any number the ship can carry in addition to them, they are to